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PRESENTED  BY  THE  BOARD  OF  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE 

Boston  Igomtg  QUptsttmt  Pittmt 


Season  of  1918 


Issued  April,  1919 


Donations  should  be  sent  to  Frank  L.  Locke, 
President,  Boston  Young  Men’s  Christian  Union, 
48  Boylston  Street,  Boston,  marked  for  “The 
Country  Week.’’  Receipts  will  be  promptly 
returned. 

Letters  relating  to  “The  Country  Week’’  may 
be’addressed  to  Miss  Theodora  A.  Luard,  Secretary, 
48  Boylston  Street. 
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PRESS  OF  GEO.  H.  ELLIS  CO.,  BOSTON 


^fxecuitfrc  (Eommtttee 

(Committee  on  Social  Service  of  the  Boston  Young  Men’s  Christian  Union) 

EDWARD  A.  Church,  Chairman  and  Treasurer 
Horace  Morison  Frank  L.  Locke 


domwittee  of  Volunteer  JHHorkcrs 


William  Howell  Reed 
Mrs.  Julian  C.  Jaynes 
Mrs.  Edward  H.  Taylor 
Miss  Ella  M.  Clarke 
Miss  Florence  A.  Goodfellow 


Mrs.  William  A.  L.  Bazeley 
Miss  Elizabeth  E.  Freeman 
Mrs.  Herbert  C.  Tinkham 
Miss  Eleanor  Piper 
Miss  Madeleine  Piper 


Miss  Emily  Simmons 


doiutcil 


Mrs.  Robert  A.  Woods 

South  End  House 

Miss  Geraldine  Gordon 

Denison  House 

William  Howell  Reed 

“The  Country  Week” 


Mrs.  Jane  R.  McCrady 

Ellis  Memorial 

Mrs.  Eva  W.  White 

Elizabeth  Peabody  House 

Frank  S.  Mason 

Bunker  Hill  Boys’  Club 


Miss  Ethel  W.  Dougherty 

Roxbury  Neighborhood  House 


Charles  R.  Small 

Norfolk  House  Centre 


Ernest  C.  Amy 

.  Hale  House 


Nathaniel  F.  Forsyth 


and 


Lincoln  House  Association 


The  Executive  Committee 


Miss  Theodora  A.  Luard,  48  Boylston  Street 


“  dje  dlmmtry  piedC 


(Sfnrig-fourtlj  Annual  jJRepnrt 

The  purpose  of  “The  Country  Week’’  is  to  provide 
simple  and  economical  vacations 

1.  For  children; 

2.  For  mothers  with  their  young  children; 

3.  For  working  boys  and  girls,  limited  by  certain  conditions. 

/ 

The  methods  are: — 

a.  Boarding  in  carefully  chosen  country  houses; 

b.  Paying  for  transportation  to  visit  friends; 

c.  Obtaining  free  invitations  through  individuals  and  churches, 
selecting  the  guests  and  contributing  transportation; 

d.  Advising  and  assisting  young  people  in  planning  vacations. 

Applicants  were  referred  by 

Twenty-four  churches. 

Seventeen  District  Conferences  of  the  Associated  Charities. 
Thirteen  Settlements. 

Thirteen  Medical  Agencies. 

Six  miscellaneous  societies. 

Forty- five  individuals. 


Never  have  we  felt  so  certain  of  the  needs  of  the  child 
as  we  do  to-day,  and  the  fact  that  last  season  applications 
were  made  for  many  more  mothers  and  children  than 
“The  Country  Week’’  could  possibly  send  away,  empha¬ 
sizes  the  knowledge  of  these  needs. 

The  mothers  and  smallest  children  were  guests  at  the 
farmhouses  and  were  entertained  by  the  good,  kind 


A  GROUP  OF  “BONNIE  BAIRNS” 


House-mothers  (the  farmers’  wives).  These  House¬ 
mothers,  so  ever  ready  to  minister  to  the  comforts  of  their 
friends,  are  the  distinctive  joy  and  pride  of  “The  Country 
Week”;  with  them  the  mothers  are  free  from  care  and  the 
little  children  spend  their  days  in  happy  play. 

Through  the  generosity  and  kindly  interest  of  Rev. 
Howard  K.  Bartow,  and  the  Bonnie  Bairns  Association 
of  Cohasset,  the  Bonnie  Bairns  property  has  been  leased 
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to  “The  Country  Week”  for  a  number  of  years,  making 
it  possible  for  us  to  bear  the  expense  of  a  vacation  house 
for  the  little  girls.  This  last  year  seventy-five  girls  prof¬ 
ited  well  by  their  outing  at  “Bonnie  Bairns”;  the 
majority  of  them  remaining  longer  than  the  usual  two 
weeks,  as  their  needs  required. 


BOYS’  CAMP 


The  boys’  camp  at  Halifax,  Mass.,  was  kept  well  filled 
all  summer  with  splendid  little  lads,  all  striving  to  take 
their  stand  in  this  vast  universe.  The  spirit  and  good¬ 
will  shown  by  these  boys  and  their  counsellor  at  this  camp 
were  splendid,  and  together  they  overcame  any  obstacle 
which  crossed  their  path. 

The  group  of  twenty  girls  who  spent  the  entire  summer 
at  the  ideal  camp  “Sunnyside,”  Plymouth,  came  home 
with  a  wealth  of  precious  memories  and  a  new  hold  on 
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life.  This  camp  is  the  thought  and  gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  Barker  of  Wilmington,  Del.;  and  the  children 
who  are  invited  there  are  most  fortunate  in  having,  not 
only  the  unfailing  personal  interest  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Barker,  but  also  the  willing  service  of  the  resident 
worker,  Miss  M.  Ada  Page,  one  of  those  real,  human, 
lovable  women,  who  at  once  becomes  the  friend  and 
counsellor  of  her  little  guests.  At  this  beautiful  cottage 
in  the  Plymouth  woods  a  far-reaching  work  is  being  done 
which  has  been  going  on  for  twenty-three  years. 


WAITING  FOR  THE  MAIL 
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The  older  girls,  too,  came  in  for  some  of  the  blessings  of 
“  The  Country  Week.”  Vacations  were  planned  for  them, 
and  they  spent  many  happy  hours  on  a  large  farm  in 
Kendal  Green.  During  May  and  June,  “Bonnie  Bairns” 
was  opened  to  working-girls,  and  week-end  parties  were 
enjoyed  there  by  almost  a  hundred  girls. 

The  problems  for  which  assistance  from  “The  Country 
Week”  is  asked  are  many  and  varied,  embodying  both 
responsibilities  and  opportunities.  The  ever-increasing 
demands  from  the  Churches,  Settlement  Houses,  Medical 


MAKING  A  TRENCH  CAP 
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Agencies,  and  the  District  Conferences  of  the  Associated 
Charities  confront  “The  Country  Week”  with  most 
urgent  and  needy  cases. 

The  eight  dollars  the  holiday  costs  for  each  child  is  not 
a  large  amount,  the  two  weeks’  vacation  it  gives  may  not 
be  long  enough  to  do  all  we  wish  for  the  boy  and  girl,  but 
it  unmistakably  plays  its  part.  The  children  not  only 


AT  THE  FARM 


have  the  country  to  remember,  but  they  learn  something 
of  true  community  living,  which  tends  to  make  every 
Country  Weeker  a  better  citizen.  The  boy  at  the  camp 
under  the  wise  guidance  of  a  carefully  chosen  counsellor, 
apart  from  his  gain  physically,  receives  a  still  greater 
gain  in  character-building;  the  girl  at  “Bonnie  Bairns” 
gains  experience  in  mutual  helpfulness;  and  the  small 


MIDDLEBORO 
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tot  at  the  farm  carries  home  many  happy  memories  to  be 
talked  over  and  lived  through  all  winter  long. 

“The  Country  Week”  endeavors  to  give  special  care 
and  aid  to  any  mother  and  child  for  whom  request  is 
made,  and  the  Managers  are  striving  to  make  its  ultimate 
aim  a  preventive  work, — a  work  that  takes  care  of  the 
child  while  he  is  well  and  thus  keeps  him  from  being  a 
patient  at  the  already  too  crowded  hospitals. 

The  key-note  to  “The  Country  Week”  work  is  hap¬ 
piness,  and  in  order  to  make  a  child  happy  you  must 
give  him  love  and  care.  The  generous-hearted  people 
have  aided  us  in  the  past,  and  we  need  more  than  ever 
their  loyal  help  and  support. 

A  letter  from  one  of  the  House-mothers  who  has 
worked  with  “The  Country  Week”  for  twenty-five 
years : — 

Foxboro,  Mass.,  February  13,  1919. 

My  Dear  Miss  Luard: — 

I  received  your  letter  this  morning.  I  was  grieved  to  learn  of 
Miss  Johnson’s  death,  but  after  so  much  suffering  I  am  glad  with  you 
that  she  is  at  rest. 

I  have  always  loved  Miss  Johnson  from  the  time  when  I  first  went 
in  and  applied  for  the  children.  Edith  at  the  time  was  six  months 
old.  I  asked  for  four  little  girls.  I  so  well  remember  how  she  looked 
down  at  me  (she  was  so  tall  and  I  so  short)  and  said,  “But,  my  dear, 
do  you  think  with  so  small  a  child  you  could  manage  the  children 
properly?”  With  absolute  inexperience  with  what  I  was  under¬ 
taking  I  confidently  replied,  “Oh,  yes,  indeed,  for  my  mother  is 
with  me.”  So  she  let  me  have  them,  but  from  that  moment  when 
she  spoke  so  pleasantly  to  me  I  was  her  willing  subject,  and  there 
was  nothing  I  would  not  have  done  for  her,  and  my  whole  memory 
of  her  and  “The  Country  Week”  is  a  bright,  splendid  memory,  and 
the  happiest  days  of  my  whole  life  have  been  spent  in  doing  “  Country 
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Week”  work.  I  even  now  come  in  touch  with  many  women  who 
were  my  girls  once;  even  last  summer  a  man  from  Boston  hired  my 
son’s  camp  for  the  whole  season,  and  just  a  little  while  before  they 
went  away  she  told  me  she  came  to  me  once  when  she  was  thirteen 
years  old. 

Just  at  the  present  time  I  am  in  splendid  health,  but  when  I  get 
a  little  older  and  sit  in  the  chimney  corner  I  shall  have  a  host  of 
pleasant  memories,  among  which  will  be  Miss  Johnson  and  our 
“Country  Week”  work  together.  Lovingly, 

Mrs.  M. 

Dear  Miss  Luard: — 

I  am  writing  these  few  lines  to  thank  you  very  much  for  your 
kindness  in  sending  me  over  to  Mrs.  S.  for  my  vacation, — in  fact, 
I  can’t  thank  you  enough.  She  is  the  dearest  lady  I  have  ever  met, 
and  being  as  this  is  the  first  vacation  I  have  ever  had,  I  am  that 
pleased  that  I  really  cannot  express  my  feelings.  My  baby  was 
not  well  when  I  started  out,  but  she  is  all  better  now  and  as  brown 
as  a  berry, — in  fact,  we  all  are.  We  hate  the  thoughts  of  going  home, 
but  we  must  live  in  hopes  of  other  times.  Yours  truly, 

Mrs.  W. 


Dear  Mrs.  E.: — ■ 

Just  a  line  to  let  you  know  I  reached  home  safely.  I  had  a  wonder¬ 
ful  time  on  the  farm.  I  have  been  away  every  year  since  I  was  ten, 
but  never  had  such  a  wonderful  time  as  I  had  at  your  place.  I  wish 
I  was  back  with  you  again.  Yours  truly, 

Wilfred  W. 


This  little  girl  had  a  holiday  at  Bonnie  Bairns  and 
required  special  care: — 

July  23, 1918. 

My  Dear  Miss  Luard: — 

I  have  tried  to  reach  you  on  the  telephone  to  tell  you  of  my  sur¬ 
prise  and  delight  at  the  appearance  of  Kathleen.  She  reported  at 
the  office  upon  her  return  from  her  two  weeks’  visit  with  you  and 


14 


told  me  of  her  delightful  vacation.  She  certainly  was  very  happy. 
A  couple  of  days  afterwards  she  reported  to  the  physician  in  charge 
of  the  Certificating  Office,  and  he  reported  to  me  that  she  had  gained 
six  pounds.  I  am  tempted  to  ask  for  a  two  weeks’  visit  at  your  camp 
if  you  can  accomplish  things  like  this.  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure 
in  a  few  days  of  calling  upon  you  and  thanking  you  personally  for 
your  aid  in  this  case.  Very  sincerely  yours, 

S.  J.  G. 


August  20,  1918. 

Dear  Mrs.  W — 

Please  excuse  pencil,  as  I  just  put  the  children  to  bed  and  I  thought 
it  would  be  a  nice  time  to  write  you.  We  are  having  a  lovely  time; 
it  couldn’t  be  any  better.  A  lady  met  us  at  the  station  and  gave  us 
tickets  to  pay  our  way  to  Waltham.  There  is  another  woman  and 
her  two  children  came  with  me,  that  is  all  that  is  up  here  besides 
Mrs.  S.  and  her  three  children.  She  has  a  girl  eleven,  a  boy  nine, 
and  a  girl  about  eight  years  old.  They  are  nice  children.  We  are 
right  near  the  Cambridge  Water  Basin.  I  have  only  had  one  cup 
of  tea  since  I  came;  instead,  I  have  about  two  glasses  of  milk  every 
meal.  The  children  are  having  a  real  good  time. 

Mrs.  S.  has  about  twenty-four  cows,  eighteen  pigs,  four  horses, 
and  about  fifty  hens,  and  all  the  lovely  vegetables.  Mr.  S.  was  at 
the  station  to  meet  us  with  his  automobile.  Mrs.  W.,  I  don’t  know 
just  how  to  thank  you  for  your  kindness,  but  I  must  say,  “Thank 
you!”  -  _ 

Would  you  please  do  a  favor  for  me,  and  that  is  to  thank  Miss 
Luard  and  tell  her  we  are  having  a  lovely  time  up  here? 

Yours  sincerely, 


Mrs.  J. 


Statistics 


The  figures  below  show  that  in  1918  there  were  re¬ 
ceived  in  53  towns  1,702  visitors,  remaining  25,571  days. 

BOARDED 


Town  Adults 


Bedford .  1 

Berlin . 

Bethlehem,  N.H.  .  .  . 

Bridgewater . 

Brookline,  N.H.  ...  2 

Cambridge .  1 

Canton  Junction  ...  8 

Cohasset . 

Dedham .  2 

Dudley .  13 


Foxboro 

Groton 

Halifax 


Hanson .  7 

Harvard .  1 

Littleton . 

Marlboro .  3 

Medway  .  25 

Middleboro .  1 

Milford .  2 

Milton . 

Nahant .  1 

Needham  Heights  .  .  13 

New  Bedford .  1 

Newburyport  ....  2 

Newton  Centre  .... 


83 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

No,  of 
Days 

4 

5 

140 

4 

1 

S 

507 

2 

2 

56 

37 

37 

508 

193 

2 

197 

2,761 

1 

14 

14 

16 

38 

502 

76 

76 

2,004 

4 

6 

84 

20 

IS 

48 

672 

58 

58 

804 

3 

3 

56 

89 

44 

133 

1,760 

2 

8 

17 

199 

2 

3 

56 

56 

56 

917 

6 

6 

IS 

219 

26 

25 

76 

1,064 

4 

1 

6 

84 

4 

40 

46 

574 

2 

2 

28 

1 

14 

20 

24 

57 

789 

1 

7 

2 

1 

5 

70 

1 

1 

10 

39i 

421 

895 

13,899 

Carried  forward  .  . 
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Town 

Adults 

Boys 

Girls  Total 

No.  of 
Days 

Brought  forward 

83 

391 

421 

895 

13,899 

North  Sudbury  .... 

2 

47 

49 

705 

Norwood  . 

I 

1 

8 

Peppered . 

25 

52 

25 

102 

1,308 

Plymouth . 

I 

1 

17 

Point  Shirley . 

15 

15 

105 

Pondville . 

14 

15 

76 

105 

1,313 

Portland,  Me . 

I 

1 

28 

Revere . 

8 

II 

19 

133 

Sharon . 

I 

1 

14 

Shirley . 

4 

4 

58 

Somerville . 

1 

1 

14 

Southboro  . 

4 

3 

I 

8 

92 

South  Braintree  .  .  . 

2 

2 

70 

Stoneham . 

22 

22 

304 

Townsend . 

2 

6 

8 

182 

Walpole . 

4i 

41 

574 

Waltham . 

9 

9 

9 

27 

358 

Wampum . 

3 

2 

3i 

36 

494 

Weston . 

6 

9 

66 

81 

1,151 

Worcester . 

1 

1 

21 

Wrentham  . . 

1 

Si 

52 

716 

-  ..... _  _ 

151 

58i 

740 

T472 

21,564 

The  Trustees  of 

the  “Jane 

Evelyn 

Ball 

Memorial 

Fund”  gave  in  1918,  through  “The  Country  Week” 
Management,  vacations  to  352  persons,  included  above. 
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VISITED  FRIENDS 


Town 

Adults 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

No.  of 
Days 

Ayer . 

I 

I 

14 

Belfast,  Me . 

I 

I 

2 

42 

Dudley . 

2 

I 

3 

II 

Epping,  N.H . 

2 

2 

161 

Milford . 

2 

2 

IO 

Portland,  Me . 

I 

1 

7 

Revere . 

23 

23 

161 

South  Bennington,  N.H. 

37 

35 

72 

2,016 

Woods  Hole . 

I 

1 

28 

7 

39 

61 

107 

2,450 

INVITATIONS  TO  CHILDREN  SELECTED  BY 
“THE  COUNTRY  WEEK” 


“The  Country  Week”  pays  the  transportation  of  these  children. 


Town  Adults 

Cohasset . 

Middleboro . 

Pondville . 

Plymouth . 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

No.  of 
Days 

99 

99 

227 

1 

1 

14 

I 

1 

2 

35 

21 

21 

1,281 

2  i 2 i  123 


D557 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


I  nvited  Boarded 

Visited  Total 

Adults . 

•  •  151 

7  158 

Boys . 

2  581 

39  622 

Girls . 

.  .  I 21  74O 

61  922 

I23  1,472 

107  1,702 

No.  of 

Persons 

Days 

Invited . 

...  123 

U557 

Boarded . 

•  •  •  1A12 

21,564 

Visited  Friends  .  . 

t 

.  .  .  107 

2,45° 

1,702 

25>57i 

Average  expense  per  visitor .  $10.35 

Average  expense  per  week  for  each  person  .  4.82 

Average  length  of  visit .  15  days 


^ontt  of 


I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Permanent  Fund  of 

the  Boston  Young  Men’s  Christian  Union  the  sum  of _ 

_ dollars  to  pay  over  the  income,  and,  if 

they  shall  deem  it  expedient  at  any  time  so  to  do,  any  portion  of 
the  principal  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  vacations  in  the 
country  for  deserving  city  children  through  “The  Country  Week,” 
so  called,  or  other  similar  organization. 


“COUNTRY  WEEK”  REVENUE  AND  EXPENSES 
FOR  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  31,  1919 


Balance  on  hand  April  i,  1918  .  $1,329.29 

Income  from  Invested  Funds .  4,009.77 

From  “Jane  Evelyn  Ball  Memorial  Fund”  3,250.00 

Donations .  10,592.05 


$19,181.11 

Expenditure 

Board . $11,182.81 

Transportation .  1,260.29 

General  Administration  .  2,249.99 

Office  and  Committee  Expense .  211.54 

Investigation  and  Supervision  of  Board¬ 
ing  Houses .  291.23 

Printing,  Postage,  and  Stationery  ....  304.26 

Medical  Expense .  101.00  15,601.12 


“Bonnie  Bairns”: — 

Administration .  376.00 

Supplies .  515.61 

Transportation .  24.90 

Lighting  and  Heating .  34-39 

Insurance  on  Buildings  and  Property  .  26.55 

Equipment  and  Incidental  Repairs  .  .  183.87 

Miscellaneous,  including  telephone,  etc.  117.64 

Medical .  7.14  1,286.10 


Boys’  Camp: — 

Supplies .  644.34 

Transportation .  42.00 

Miscellaneous .  48.54  734-88 


$17,622.10 

fBalance  of  revenue  held  for  season  of 

1919 .  L  559-°i 


$19,181.11 


Edward  A.  Church,  Treasurer. 


t  This  balance  includes  donations  already  received  for  the  work  of  1919. 
Donations  given  early  in  the  season  enables  the  Secretary  to  plan  the  coming  year’s 
work  with  more  satisfactory  results. 


“  (Slit  ^iWemortmtt  ” 

Miss  Elise  S.  Johnson  died  at  Wollaston  on  February 
4  after  a  long  and  wearisome  illness. 

For  twenty-five  years  she  managed  “The  Country 
Week”  work  of  the  Boston  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Union,  an  enterprise  which  absorbed  her  life  and  to  which 
she  gave  unstintingly  all  her  powers  and  faculties. 

Under  her  wise  and  efficient  direction  “The  Country 
Week”  rose  to  its  present  high  rank  in  our  city  institutions, 
and  the  name  of  Miss  Johnson  became  widely  known  in 
the  poorer  tenements  of  Boston  and  in  the  wide  circle  of 
country  homes  where  her  little  charges  found  summer 
entertainment.  She  had  a  remarkable  memory  for  in¬ 
dividual  cases  and  thus  kept  in  personal  acquaintance  with 
thousands  of  children  and  families,  while  her  business 
ability  and  understanding  sympathy  gave  constant  value 
to  her  labors. 

Her  experience  in  “The  Country  Week”  work  brought 
her  into  intimacy  with  other  local  charities  and  made  her 
an  authority  with  all  societies  interested  in  child  welfare 
so  that  her  life  has  made  its  mark  in  our  community  and 
many  are  the  children  who  call  her  blessed. 

Edward  A.  Church,  Chairman. 
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